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Discovery of Iris . 

On the 13th of August, 1847, Mr. Hind ‘ 4 discovered another 
member of the remarkable group of planets between Mars and 
Jupiter. The light was that of a star of the 8*9,” and the retro¬ 
grade motion sensible in one hour's observation. The symbol 
adopted for its designation is a semicircle with an interior star. 
Mr. Hind says,—“ The planet has been detected in a systematic 
search, instituted expressly with the view to the discovery of such 
a body, and commenced in November 1846. The Berlin maps 
were employed, as far as they extend; small stars of 9*10 or 10th 
magnitude, not marked on the maps, being inserted from time to 
time as they came under examination.” 

Observations of Iris. 

Cambridge. (Professor Challis.) 
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*** This supplementary Monthly Notice has been issued on account of the astro¬ 
nomical discoveries which have been made during the vacation. 
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“ These are partly meridian observations and partly differential 
observations taken with the Northumberland equatoreal. They 
are corrected for refraction, but not for parallax. The places are 
of the first star of comparison of August 14 (65 Sagittarii ), and of 
that used on September 8, were taken from the British Association 
Catalogue. The adopted places of the second star of August 14 
(Piazzi xix. 396), and of that used on August 19, 20, and 24 
(63 Sagittarii ), were determined by meridian observations. The 
star of August 26 and 27 is Bessel xix. 1182; the place of 
Weisse’s Catalogue is adopted.” 
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(Dr. Petersen.) 
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Berlin. 
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\, Elements of Iris. 

By Professor Challis. 

“ From the observations extending from August 14. to August 27 
**'• observations »„ AugL ,3? I h„f 

puted the following normal positions of the planet, referred to the 
mean equinox of 1846-0. 
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m Pa n* Th f 1 M Pl H- eS j) aV c bee ? corrected for aberration and parallax by 
means of Mr Hind s first elements; and on the recommendation of 

Mr. Adams I have also eliminated the motion of the earth about 
the centre of gravity of the earth and moon, on account of its rapid 
variation in the interval over which the observations extend. From 
the above positions I obtained by Laplace’s method the following 
approximation to the elements of the planet’s orbit. 5 
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|M. Eq. 1847*0. 


“ On comparing with the meridian observations of August 1410 
2 4, and September 1, the following differences remain, after cor¬ 
recting for aberration and parallax : 
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